
In response to the call for submissions into the ‘Inquiry into the provisions of the University 

of Tasmania Act 1992, I will be addressing the 1st and 5th items within the terms of reference, 

relating to the functions of the University. As a second-year law student at the University of 

Tasmania (Utas), I am specially affected by the outcome of this inquiry and urge the 

committee to recommend changes to the Act that enhance the University’s focus on 

education. 

Functions of the University 

Section 6 of the University of Tasmania Act (The Act) states key functions of Utas, including 

the advancement, transmission and preservation of knowledge and learning, promotion of 

access to higher education, and engagement in activities which promote social welfare. 

The proposed plan to move into the city will result in a reduction of classroom spaces, a 

larger shift to online learning, and less space for collaboration with students. This directly 

impedes the functions of the universities as outlined above, as a shift to online learning 

reduces the quality of education and diminishes any opportunities to promote social welfare 

amongst students. 

A shift to more face-to-face learning on campus within the law school this year has resulted 

in a boost in morale, with students able to meet together, and develop deeper knowledge of 

subjects. This cannot be replicated in an online format. In online workshops and lectures, 

‘breakout’ rooms result in nothing but awkward silence, but workshops and lectures on 

campus are filled with questions and conversation between students. 

To truly meet the functions outlined above, Utas should not be considering a move into the 

city. They should be focusing on education, which is what is truly important, and what an 

average person would assume a University is meant to achieve. Therefore, any changes to the 

Act should work to improve the focus on face to face education. 

Signed: Reuben Gregg-McQueen -  
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